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KHC Begins Program and ASKIT-Web Training

HC has been conducting
K training for  dialysis
fadility gaff onthe Automated
System for Kidney Information Track-
ing (ASKIT). Training began in Feb-
ruary with seven socid workersin at-
tendance. On day one, social workers
atended a hdf day training in Augtin
that conssted of a program overview
of KHC's gpplication process, digi-
bility requirementsand benefits.
On day two, socia workers were in-
troduced to ASKIT-Web, inwhichthey
began entering gpplicationsfor benefits
Providers learned how to review re-
cipient records, to check digibility, ben-
efits and to submit changerequestsand
travel reports on-line.
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Austin participants entering applications for benefits and checking eligibility.

The training is designed for gaff pre-
paring and submitting KHC applica:
tions. Completion of training isrequired
before facilities are dlowed to submit
goplications on-line. Training is con-
ducted on aroll-out basis. Dueto the
limited space and technica nature of
the ASKIT on-line training, classes
were limited to one staff member per
fadlity.

KHC began training off-ste a the Pub-
lic Hedth Regiond offices in July to
accommodate providerswho could not
attend the trainings in Audiin. Training
hasbeen conductedin Arlington, Hous-
ton, Lubbock and San Antonio. In
Augudt, saff traveled to Arizona and
California to begin training medical
cams and billing gaff. For more in-
formation, call Rhonnda Jones at 512-
685-3124.

Drug Benefits Change: New Drugs Added

Thefollowing drugswere added to the
KHC Reimbursable Drug ligt, effective
September 1, 2001: Actos, Avapro,
Atacand, Hectord, Mirdax, Rapamune
and Cytovene. Cytovene requires a
prior authorization by KHC gaff and

will be covered for a 34 days supply.
Reimbursement must be for coverage
within 90 days immediady following
release from the hospitd after trans-
plant.
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Patient Pharmaceutical Assistance Directory
Link Available

The Pharmaceutica Research and Manufacturers of America (PhRMA) pro-
duces adirectory of patient assstance drug programs. Each program hasinfor-
mation on how to make a request for assstance, what prescription medications
arecovered, and bascdigibility criteria Tolink tothisste, go to: www.phrmaorg/
patients/ and click on the 1999 - 2000 Directory.

Work Incentives - How Can They Help The ESRD Patient?

patients with Medicaid maintain Medicaid and work? Yes, Section
1619(b) of the Socid Security Act provides some protection for these
eficiaries. To qualify for continuing Medicaid coverage, a person

mudt:

» Have been digible for an SSI cash payment for a least 1 month

»  Stll meet the disability requirement

 Still meet dl other non-disability SSI requirements

» Need Medicaid benefits to continue to work

» Have gross earnings that are insufficient to replace SSI, Medicad,

and publicly funded attendant care services

For more information go online to:
www.ssa.gov/wor k/Resour cesT oolkit/Health/1619b.html
Many new work incentives will be coming forth through "Ticket to Work and
Work Incentives Improvement Act" (TTWWIIA) legidation thet is being imple-
mented in various phases throughout the country. Texas Senate Bill 831 pro-
videsfor certain recipientswith disabilities. Thiswill dlow people between ages
16 and 64 who would be considered digible for SS except for earnings that
exceed the established SSI amounts to continue to receive Medicare and Med-
icad while earning an income. Senate Bill 831 is being piloted in three areas of
the gtate - Tarrant County, El Paso, and San Angelo. Houston and Galveston are
sarving as control groups. Effectiveness of the program shdl be evduated by
December 1, 2002. For moreinformation, call Mary Beth Cdllahan & the Ddlas
Transplant Ingtitute at 214- 358-2300, extension 6290.

KHC Changes Deputyships and Joins the
Associateship for Family Health

KHC and County Indigent Heglth Care are now in the Deputyship for Programs
under the Associateship for Family Hedlth. Other Bureaus in the Associateship
for Family Hedth include the Bureau of Women's Hedlth, Bureau of Children's
Hesalth and the Bureau of Nutrition Services. The changein deputyship occurred
during the transfer of the Deputyship of Hedth Care Financing Medicaid pro-
grams to the Hedlth and Human Services Commission.
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Staff Spotlight

You talk tothem all thetime, but are you ableto placethe

face with the voice? KHC introduces our Information

Resour ce Specialists...

Adolfo Alvarez

Two timesis a charm for Adolfo, who
worked in KHC from April 1990
through November 1994 and then re-
turned in February 1999. Adolfo says
what he likes best about hisjob istalk-
ing to people and helping them out.
When Adolfo is not working he enjoys
gettinginvolved in church activitiessuch

as Curslloand the Knightsof Colum-
bus. He dso likesthe great outdoors. He is a native Augtinite and

has 7 ssters and 2 brothers.

AnnaMolinar

When spesking with Anna, onetends
to think that you've known her dl
your life. Anna has been with KHC
since October 1996. Anna enjoys
working with the other phone gaff,
Adolfo and Carmen, "We are like
family. Wedl learn from each other
and help each other out," she says.
"Throughout the years | have built

good working rationshipswith Socid Workers and patients alike
that make my job alot essier. | even know afew of my patient's
KHC numbers by heart. | dso enjoy hearing that Kidney Hedlth
Careisproviding help with medicines or paying for Medicare pre-
miums. Whatever the case might be, | enjoy helping our clients.”
Annais married and has an adorable five-year old son.

Carmen Talbert

T

Carmen has been with KHC for
eight years. Her favorite task is
being ableto assist patientsand So- |
cid Workers with any information |
they may need. Carmen says'It|
makesme happy toknow that | can | |
make apatient'sday alittle brighter [
or a Socia Worker's job a little |}
esder.” Camen enjoys spending

time with her husband, teenage

daughter and her beautiful 5 month-old baby boy.
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: */_i? Who's Who at KHC!

" Severd new gaff havejoined our team since
thelast issue of theKidney Health Connection.
Joining the Customer Services Section are
Dana Achten, Thomas Mead and Jm Ward.
Danacame to KHC in January asan Adminis-
trative Technician and screens and enters KHC
goplications. Danaprevioudy worked a the Texas
Rehatilitation Commisson.  Thomeas, Eligibility
Specidig, came to KHC in February after sev-
erd years as a consultant for aloca firm. Jm,
Eligibility Specidig, has over 10 years experi-
ence determining digibility and was previoudy
employed with the Texas Rehahilition Commis-
son before joining KHC in February. Jm and
Thom's goas are to provide accurate and timely
decisons on KHC applications for benefits. In
May, ChrisinaModey joined KHC asaCon-
tract Specidist. Chris previoudy worked for
Managed Care. Elle Adair came aboard in De-
cember asan Adminidrative Technician and she
assgts the Customer Services Section by an-
swering KHC'smain line.
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Hands On With ASKIT-Web.....

During trainingin Lubbock, Tamika King, ASKIT trainer
shows Dan Wise, a social worker fromMidland Dialysis
Center the benefits of ASKIT-Web.

in the next issue of the Kidney
Health Connection! You may call
Rhonnda Jones at 1-800-222-3986, ext.

3124, or fax: 512-685-3125 or email:

(gTell us what you would like to see\

k Rhonnda.Jones@tdh.state.tx.us j




